
 
July 2018 

Meeting of the Higher Education for Dementia Network – (HEDN) 

10th July 2018 11am – 3pm 

Host: University of Bournemouth 

Meeting chaired by Rachel Thompson and Owain Jones 

Minutes; Sinead Manning 

 

1. Welcome & Apologies  

Present:  

 Denise Forte, Kingston University  

 Gill Maidens, Dementia UK  

 Jane Murphy, Bournemouth University  

 Laura Cole, Kings College University 

 Michelle Heward, Bournemouth University 

 Owain Jones, University of South Wales 

 Rachel Thompson, Dementia UK 

Go To Meeting: 

 Andrea Capstick, Bradford University 

 Claire Surr, Leeds Beckett University 

 Julie Longson, Keele University 

 Pat Chung, Canterbury Christ Church University 

Apologies: 

Apologies were received from the following people: 

 David Burgess, University of Suffolk 

 Eileen Tan, Dementia UK 

 Ellen Tullo, Newcastle University 

 Gina Dutton, Worcester University 

 Jane Robertson, University of Sterling 

 Karen Satchell, Hertfordshire University 

 Karyn Davies, University of South Wales  

 Leslie Baillie, Open University 

 Rhoda Macrae, University of West Scotland  

 Sandie Woods, London Southbank University 
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 Sara Oxbury Ellis, University of Suffolk 

 Sarah Penney, Ulster University 

 

Minutes from last meeting: 

- Rachel shared the news that Owain Jones has been appointed as co-chair of the HEDN Group  

- Group discussed actions from the last minutes, nothing to add from last time. 

 

2. Presentations from Bournemouth – Welcome and introduction to Dementia Education at BU 

Jane Murphy, (Professor of Nutrition at Bournemouth University) gave an overview of the work she 

and Jan Wiener, Professor of Psychology at BU have led together at the Ageing and Dementia 

Research centre. Their main areas of focus have been; Ageing and dementia friendly environments, 

Nutrition and wellbeing and Activity and social inclusion.  

Further details about resources to support staff on Eating and Drinking well can be accessed here:  

A practical guide for staff / families will be available soon. Contact jmurphy@bournemouth.ac.uk 

 Presentation can be accessed at:  

HEDN minutes 

10.07.18.compressed.pdf
 

 

3. Dementia Education and Learning Through Simulation 2 programme (DEALTS 2)  

Michelle Heward, (Post-Doctoral Research Fellow – Dementia at BU) gave an overview of the focus 

on Simulation in dementia education which has been funded by HEE. Michelle explained that DEALTS 

focuses on an understanding of the lived experience which is achieved by ‘putting staff in to the 

shoes of a person with dementia, facilitating a positive impact on practice’ and simulation is key to 

achieving this. 

196 people have been trained in the use of DEALTS 2 but Michelle noted some difficulty in obtaining 

feedback from participants so far. MH asked the group to share any ideas on how to encourage pre 

and post session feedback from users.  Owain Jones suggested creating a course certificate as an 

incentive which can only be awarded to the individual once feedback is completed. 

- Further content for DEALTS can be found on the HEE website here  

https://research.bournemouth.ac.uk/project/understanding-nutrition-and-dementia/
mailto:jmurphy@bournemouth.ac.uk
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work/dementia-awareness/dementia-education-learning-through-simulation-2
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Presentation can be accessed at: 

Dealts2 

Presentation.compressed.pdf
 

 

4. A Walk through Dementia  

Michelle Board, (Principal Academic in Nursing and Older People at BU) introduced the projects her 

department have been working on alongside Alzheimer’s Research UK. Together they have 

developed short films featuring three scenarios of people living with dementia, and developed an 

app which features a 3D experience which simulates how it might feel to have dementia. BU used 

the films this year with 300 first year students on a Dementia-themed day and bought cardboard 

google boxes to enable viewing on students phones. Feedback on the project so far has been very 

positive and it is considered that the content will be beneficial for all staff/ students.   

Please see ‘A Walk through dementia’ website (AWTD) for further information 

- The AWTD app will be free to download from the App Store, Google Play or Windows by 

Autumn 2018 

 

Presentation can be accessed at: 

Michelle's 

Presentation.compressed.pdf
 

 

5. NMC pre-registration education standards  

Gill Maiden updated the group on the new standards for nurse education and facilitated a group 

activity relevant to the paper ‘Future Nurse; Standards of proficiency for registered nurses’. See: 

https://www.nmc.org.uk/globalassets/sitedocuments/education-standards/future-nurse-

proficiencies.pdf 

The group worked in 2’s to discuss individual platforms of the new standards using the prompt 

questions (as below) 

 Is there anything specific within the platform outcomes that particularly pertain to 
Dementia? 

 In your opinion, should there be anything specific within the platform outcomes that pertain 
specifically to dementia? 

http://awalkthroughdementia.org/
https://www.nmc.org.uk/globalassets/sitedocuments/education-standards/future-nurse-proficiencies.pdf
https://www.nmc.org.uk/globalassets/sitedocuments/education-standards/future-nurse-proficiencies.pdf
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 How do these outcomes differ from previous outcomes related to this subject? Therefore 
what changes will need to be made in the design of new programmes (in relation to 
dementia)? 

 If and where appropriate, which specific assessments or interventions could students’ 
learn/be competent at, in order to meet the platform in relation to dementia? 

 
The group were unanimous in maintaining that student nurses will require a comprehensive 

understanding of dementia and its impact on normal functioning in order that they can undertake 

the outcomes listed in each platform.  The needs of those with dementia are often complex and it is 

therefore vital that professionals assessing and planning care are able to appreciate these difficulties 

and act appropriately to provide person- centred care.   

 
The group discussed extending the next HEDN meeting to continue working on the Future Nurse 

paper in order to develop guidance which might inform a second position paper.   

ACTION: To suggest a longer HEDN meeting from 10 – 4pm – Rachel to check Coventry 

 

6. Health Education England (HEE) updates 

Claire Surr (Leeds Beckett University) gave an update of developments from HEE.  

Progress on the ‘Dementia Core Skills, Education and Training framework’ – this will be published 

towards the end of this summer. Some further additions on health & wellbeing, nutrition and 

housing are currently being added and a decision has been made to change the title to ‘Dementia 

Training Standards Framework’. 

Lots of work going on around Tier 2 training resources but Tier 3 is still under development.  

Update provided by Jan Zietara (HEE):  

 Tier 2 simulation training package ‘Dementia and Learning Through Simulation’ (DEALTS 2) 
launched at Alzheimer’s Conference in May 2018; overs three of the fourteen subject areas 
set out in the Framework.  

 HEE has supported the ‘What Works’ longitudinal research study led by Leeds Beckett 
University and is in the process of supporting the review of the outputs prior to publication. 
This includes the launch of a quality assurance audit tool (DeTDAT) to support organisations 
to undertake self-assessments in line with best training practice. This tool has been used to 
review the quality of the resources included in the HEE webpages.  

 A further resource called ‘Managing Success in Dementia Care’ has been developed in 
partnership with Skills for Health and Skills for Care, and is being reviewed by Leeds Beckett 
University following the outputs from the ‘What Works’ research. This will explore the 
learning outcomes for tier 2 in more detail and will signpost to useful resources available 
within the system to address each area. This will be available in early summer 2018.  

 The project team continues to monitor dementia training episodes across the three tiers 
outlined in the Framework. The latest statistics demonstrate continued growth in dementia 
training episodes. The team are pleased to report that as at March 2018, there were over 1 
million NHS staff trained in dementia awareness training (tier 1), nearly 120,000 trained at 
tier 2 and over 23,000 trained at tier 3.  
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Working with colleagues from e-Learning for Healthcare (e-LfH) and the University of Bradford, HEE 

in supporting a review of the dementia e-learning modules. The project team is also progressing 

conversations about reviewing the e-learning modules on dementia for primary care 

ACTION: Rachel to check on plan for HEE to email Council of Deans about Tier 3  training 

7. HEDN business  

Following GDPR, emails were sent to all current members of the network. At the moment 44 

universities have responded which has reduced from 65. Plan being developed to promote HEDN 

meetings on the website and via social media to help to get the numbers back up. 

ACTION: SM and RT to circulate GDPR response list to group - Group to check information and 

identify any colleagues/ universities who are missing.   

8. Local updates  

Rachel Thompson (Dementia UK) - continuing with increasing number of Admiral Nurses; currently 

235 across England and Wales. 

Currently developing resources for children and teenagers affected by dementia with support of the 

Co-Operative. Will be available on the Dementia UK website in the Autumn.   

Admiral Nurse Forum in September, which will focus on ‘Working with families’.   

Pat Chung, Canterbury Christ Church University: The ‘Time for Dementia’ programme was launched 

at Canterbury Christ Church University in December 2017 and has recently been rolled out to the 

University. The TfD programme is a collaborative project which involves several organisations 

including the Brighton and Sussex Medical School and Sussex University & the Partnership NHS 

Foundation Trust, funded by HEE.  The first set of undergraduate students from Faculty of Health 

and Wellbeing will start the programme in September 2018 from the University. The programme will 

involve radiography, occupational therapy and nursing students. Students will have opportunities to 

visit a family affected by dementia in pairs over a two-year period. The visits aim to provide students 

with an opportunity to gain insight into how people living with dementia are affected by the 

condition and the challenges they may face over a period of time. The students will receive support 

from their tutors. 

Denise Kingston (Kingston & St Georges University) : have just run a module on long term 

conditions across a life span. The programme has been put together and they are currently 

reviewing terms of reference for the steering group. The plan is to expand and look at framework – 

get more tier 3 programmes  

Andrea Capstick (Bradford University):  The University is launching a new MSC with a view to 

increase recruitment. There will be an in take of 20 students a year going forward - course content 
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will be revised, distance learning introduced and changes and improvements made to the VLE 

platform. 

Julie Longson (Keele University): Lack of course subscribers recently so some modules have 

unfortunately had to be pulled. Currently trying to find different ways to engage people so they get 

the content.  

- Owain Jones, University of South Wales: Cert HE in Dementia Studies has been suspended. 

Current modules on offer at USW are; Current Issues in Dementia Practice and Supporting 

the Person with Dementia in a Care Setting. Owain and Karyn Davies continue to deliver 

‘Dementia Friends’ sessions to all new students.   Claire Surr (Leeds Beckett University)  Ad 

hoc sessions continue to be provided on dementia across the university in social work / 

physio/ sports & coaching.  

9. Meetings Dates and Venues 

Hosts agreed for next year, dates to be finalised.  

Next meeting will be in Coventry at either the beginning of October or end of Nov to allow for the 

extended time. 

Action: R & S to confirm and circulate future HEDN meeting dates and locations.  

 

10. Any other business:  

- Upcoming events: 'Grandma remember me’ play is being shown at Kingston & St Georges 

University on 2nd November 2018 

 


