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John Suchet of Dementia UK launches the 
Admiral Nurse Academy to support the development and provision of Admiral Nursing services throughout the UK
John Suchet, Honorary President of Dementia UK, today (Wednesday 26 May 2010) launched the Admiral Nurse Academy during his plenary address at an international dementia care conference in Canterbury, UK (Dementia Care: a positive future, DSDCse 25/26 May).
John Suchet, Honorary President of Dementia UK said: “As a direct result of the increased interest in Admiral Nurses and the invaluable work they do in supporting families along the whole dementia journey, I am delighted to announce that my charity, Dementia UK, launches today the Admiral Nurse Academy. This on-line resource provides a gateway for everyone interested in Admiral Nurses and the services they provide.

I am personally committed to working with my charity, Dementia UK, to help establish more Admiral Nurses throughout the UK.  My and Bonnie's experience has convinced me that every family affected by dementia must have access to the specialist help that experienced Admiral Nurses provide.

I am also so pleased to announce that the Admiral Nurse Academy has been named ‘in honour of Bonnie Suchet’. That’s my Bonnie’s legacy!”

Barbara Stephens, Chief Executive of Dementia UK said:
“Dementia UK has invested in the Admiral Nurse Academy in order to address the growing interest in Admiral Nursing. This gateway website is designed to answer questions about Admiral Nursing from a wide range of stakeholders – commissioners of dementia services, carers, student nurses, senior managers in NHS Trusts, healthcare professionals from a range of backgrounds and members of the public.The aim is to describe what Admiral Nurses are, what they do and how their skills and expertise can help families affected by dementia and also other professionals. We believe that the Academy will create more interest in Admiral Nursing from academic, clinical and third sector partners and lead to increased investment to enable us to establish more Admiral Nursing posts and services.”
Professor Dawn Brooker, Director of the Association for Dementia Studies, University of Worcester working in partnership with Dementia UK said: 
“I see the Academy as a real chance to help nurses become enthused about working in the dementia field early on in their career and to stay enthused as they develop their expertise. It will also ensure that this work attains the status that it deserves in the nursing profession and within society as a whole.”
The Admiral Nurse Academy website (www.admiralnurseacademy.org) provides an on-line resource for Admiral Nurses already in post, supporting their continuing professional development, sharing best practice, disseminating research findings, developing professional portfolios and fulfilling personal development plans.
Dr Julienne Meyer, Professor of Nursing: Care for Older People and Director of My Home Life programme, City University, a partner of the Admiral Nurse Academy added: 
“City University is pleased to be associated with the Admiral Nurse Academy. Admiral Nurses play an important role in supporting family carers and people with dementia, in the community and other settings.  The Academy supports the professional development of these specialist mental health nurses and provides the opportunity for universities to collaborate on dementia care research, teaching and practice development; thus providing Admiral Nurses with a sound evidence-base for their practice.”
Penny Hibberd, Admiral Nurse Academy Lead and Director of the Dementia Services Development Centre South East based at Canterbury Christ Church University and lead organiser of the international conference in Canterbury added: 
“The Admiral Nurse Academy is an innovative way of developing a personalised professional development pathway for Admiral Nurses. Each nurse will have easy access to their own portfolio and 
customised support for practice development via the web site. It also provides a hub for researching and evaluating Admiral Nurse practice and strengthens each Admiral Nurse’s leadership capabilities.”

Links from the Academy website to the charity's main website (www.dementiauk.org) enables visitors to check out where Admiral Nurses are currently available, and how to access the Admiral Nursing DIRECT national telephone and email helpline answered exclusively by Admiral Nurses (0845 257 9406 direct@dementiauk.org)
To continue to expand Admiral Nursing services, including the national helpline, Dementia UK needs financial and practical support. In areas where Admiral Nurses do not yet exist, the charity appoints a Dementia Pioneer who identifies professional and fundraising partners and opens discussions with trusts, local authorities and commissioners.
John Suchet concluded by making a plea: “Appointing a Dementia Pioneer is an important first step in getting new Admiral Nursing services established. Please support Dementia UK and their commitment to increasing the number of Admiral Nurses available for more families affected by this devastating disease by giving your support. It is easy to donate – go online at www.dementiauk.org/donate or call 020 7874 7210.”                                                                                                                                                   ENDS/
 
Notes for Editors: 

Dementia UK is the national charity that is committed to supporting families affected by dementia. It provides and supports Admiral Nurses, Admiral Nursing DIRECT, Uniting Carers – a national network of carers of people with dementia – and provides accredited and affordable training via Dementia UK Training. All general enquiries to 020 7874-7210 www.dementiauk.org      

The Dementia Services Development Centre South East is a partnership between Canterbury Christ Church University, the charity Dementia UK and the care home/care at home provider Avante Partnership. It is one of six regional centres offering information, training and development services in dementia http://www.canterbury.ac.uk/health/dementia-services-dev-centre/DSDC 
Why Admiral Nurses (ANs)? What makes them different?

· ANs are specialists in dementia care nursing 
· ANs support family carers throughout the dementia journey - pre-diagnosis, diagnosis, changing symptoms and behaviour, move into care, bereavement and beyond - the family dictates how long the relationship lasts
· ANs are accessible - families can refer themselves direct to the Admiral Nursing service in their area
· ANs focus primarily on the family and the carer, reaching out and supporting the person with dementia via the carer unit through building relationship and trust 
· ANs provide a holistic approach to the provision of support - emotional, practical, financial, behavioural, medical 
· ANs are experienced professionals and can act as advocates to ensure families access and receive the services they need such as respite care 
· ANs provide timely support that can help prevent problems and issues developing into crises
· Dementia UK sets the standards for Admiral Nurses through a governance structure, continuous professional development (CPD), professional forums and networks that ensure shared good practice 
· ANs provide leadership and formal and informal training across professions in their own localities
Admiral Nurses can provide advice, help and support to families across the wide range of needs and issues via the Admiral Nursing DIRECT helpline (0845 257 9406). The most common enquiries to the helpline over the last six months have covered respite care, carer stress, carer guilt, hospital and medication issues, aggression and inappropriate behaviour, nutrition and feeding, decisions concerning going into care. 

Interviews available with John Suchet, Barbara Stephens and Penny Hibberd. Photos available.
For more media information contact Kirsty Marrins, Communications Officer, Dementia UK 020-7874 7203 / 07833 680529 Kirsty.Marrins@dementiauk.org  

To arrange interviews or for further comment contact Rhonda Smith/Marc Catchpole at Minerva 01264-710428 info@minervaprc.com  07887-714957 / 07753-821525 
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