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DEMENTIA AWARENESS CAMPAIGN LAUNCH – the charity for dementia responds
for dementia welcomes the launch of the awareness campaign on dementia promised by the National Dementia Strategy in 2009.
Barbara Stephens, Chief Executive of for dementia says: “This campaign offers important messages for people who may already be affected by dementia, directly, within their families, or in their social circles. Additionally, the encouragement provided by this campaign for all people to be aware of dementia is very welcome. This is an issue of citizenship. Everyone has a responsibility to show people with dementia and their families understanding and respect."

Ian Weatherhead, Lead Admiral Nurse for the national helpline Admiral Nursing DIRECT provided by for dementia says: “Over the last year we have extended the opening hours of our national helpline, Admiral Nursing DIRECT, most recently to include a Saturday morning session. But it is still difficult for us to keep up with the overwhelming need that families have for information, support and advice on access to services. All calls to the helpline are answered by an Admiral Nurse and the questions and issues callers raise can be very complex. Dementia can affect a person's behaviour, personality and emotions, and there are often co-existing conditions that cause complications. Family carers often struggle to fully understand the condition and the associated behaviours, which can be very distressing. Talking to a specialist Admiral Nurse provides a source of comfort and emotional support and helps open doors to services.” 
Joy Watkins, Co-ordinator of the Uniting Carers for dementia network, committed to giving carers of people with dementia a voice, says: “Carers and people with dementia can be or feel isolated from their communities and friends and even their families. A campaign of this kind which focuses on how life can be lived well even after a diagnosis of dementia is vital. It provides hope where sometimes despair can take hold.”                                                                                                       ENDS/
Notes
Find out more about the DH Campaign ‘Living Well with Dementia’ at http://bit.ly/awsiTq  
The mission of for dementia is to improve the quality of life of people affected by dementia by promoting and developing Admiral Nursing, providing high quality training and promoting best practice for professionals working with older people, carers and people with dementia, and supporting the carers network Uniting Carers for dementia.  Professional and family carers and people with dementia can call the dedicated Admiral Nursing DIRECT phone line 0845 257 9406 on Tuesdays and Thursdays 11 am- 9pm, Saturdays 10am – 1pm. Leave a message at any other time for a call back, or email questions to direct@fordementia.org.uk.  For more charity information log on to www.fordementia.org.uk.  
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